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Presidentds Message

Looking forward to seeing many of you at the
Christmas Party. Wedll probabl)
attend; it should be 150! We always have a fun time.

SEGTOA has had a successful year, lots of activities
(thanks Ernie) and a profitable BOPC Show (thanks Team
Leaders). We have some new officers coming aboard, so

we can have a FUN 2017. | f you
SEGTOA, make 2017 the year to start attending activities.

Noti ce, | didndét say fiattendi n¢
pretty informal with our fimeet
getting together, around our cars, and having fun! We

often go to dinner after a cruise -in or picnic from the

Publix during the show. Come join us! The more the
merrier!

SEGTOA seems to have devel og
sorts. Bob Immekus and | work on GTOs 3 days a week in

my garage (Marietta). Friday i ¢
(no fast food). So members have been dropping by or
meeting us for lunch. Youbre i

just stop by and discuss your Pontiac problem, or both. We
may not stop working but weol |
We enjoy our cars in many ways. Some love driving
them, others enjoy showing them, etc. But whatever part
of the Pontiac hobby you enjoy, having others to discuss
your problems or passions with makes the hobby more
enjoyable and thatdés what SEGT
active and even recruit a new member.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy Fun Filled
20171

John Link

President
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SEGTOA 0 Save The Date!

Saturday December 3 - Christmas Party at | ppolit

Our 2016 Christmas Party is fast approaching! It will be conducted on December 3, 2016, at
Ippolito's Italian Restaurant "The Bocce Room™ located at 2270 Holcomb Bridge Rd, Roswell, GA
30076. The party is open to all members and one guest. The Bocce Room will open at 11:00am

and we have the room until 4pm. Lunch will be served at 12:30pm. Price is $25 per person, $45

per couple. The menu will be essentially the same as last year:

Choice of two salads

Dinner rolls

Pasta dish

Chicken dish

Antipasto

Lasagna

Chicken marsala

Chocolate cake

Non - alcoholic beverages (Cash Bar)

Note: | will bring New Orleans Style Red Beans and Rice

We are asking that all SEGTOA members send me an RSVP with the name of the individual that

you will bring with you to the party. We need a head count in order to finalize our purchase order
with the restaurant. Please try to get the RSVP's to me asap. We are also requesting that each
member bring a Secret Santa gift. We had a lot of fun last year with the gift exchange and we

hope to do the same this year! We are asking that the gift be in the $10 -$20 price range with
the car enthusiast in mind.

Bringing your classic car to the party is optional. However, it's always nice to see those Pontiacs

parked in the parking lot. We are looking forward to a great turn out with regard to member's
attendance! We had a great year as a car club and we have much to share with you as we close

out 2016 and usher in 2017! Historically, the Christmas party has been the most participated
club event and this year, we are asking that our membership help us achieve an all time high in
attendance! We are going to have fun and we are looking forward to seeing everyone at the

party on December 3rd!

Ernie Stephens

real7131@yahoo.com



mailto:real7131@yahoo.com

Tail of the Dragon
November 5 -6, 2016

The weather was spectacular for this cruise up through Robbinsville, NC. After lunch at

Lynnds Place, we headed up the Cherohala Skyway t
onto Fontana Villlage Resort. The colors were great, hampered slightly by the smoke from

several fires in nearby areas. Making the trip we
Tricia Simpson (602 Firebird Formul a), Ernie and
(606 GTO), Jim Andrews (667 GTO), Danny Finkel st ¢gi
GTO) . Bo presided as fADragon Leadero and only too
consequence. His pace on the Tail was perfect, ensuring that nobody ended up impaled on the
side of a mountain or flying off a cliff. After a relaxing dinner at the resort, we sat by the

campfire to trade stories about GTOs, speeding tickets, and who knows what else.

On Sunday morning, we all went our separate ways after breakfast, with Danny and Jim
deciding to conquer the Tail northbound before heading back. We had the front tires squealing
in protest a few times but made it home alive.




The Evolution of the Automobile - Part 6 of 6

AThe world is changing. The paradigm is shif
Mill enni al in March, 2016. I't serves to add emp
forward, things will not necessarily be the same as we have previously known.

A telling statistic is that Millennials now outnumber Baby Boomers in the United
States. We have already wrestled with the proper definition of the group that constitutes
O6Mil |l ennials. 6 J.D. Power used the age range 21
Other sources differ slightly, defining Baby Boomers as having been born between 1946 and
1964, Generation X0ers as 1965 to 1981, and Mil
probably safe to use the general range of the 1
Mill ennials. And we also know that many words h
response to a rapidly -changing world.

Our goal is to determine how these individuals will respond to automobiles in general,
and more specifically, to special -interest or 6collectordé vehicle
convincing arguments that support almost any pattern you wish to draw, and will try to sort
through all the clutter to derive a reasonable conclusion.

We will first take a look at the many challenges facing these folks. Realize that there
are always exceptions to generalities, so we will say these are wide -spread trends. | will
make the observation that some of these will change or become less severe as the years go
by for our target group. Here is a list of factors | have identified:

A Over the past seven or eight years, jobs and
many.

A Student |l oans for college have had a tremendo
alone disposable income. Many Millennials have

dondét own e v-gamspatatibnavehicle.

A Both peer pressure and school influence have
especially traditional gasoline  -powered models. This is magnified when fuel consumption for
a given model is higher.

A Local government | aws make it difficult to re
There are also rules on the number of vehicles allowed on a given property, leaving a

collector -type vehicle nowhere to go. For Millennials who live in an apartment or condo, this

is even more a factor.

A Titling, taxes and insurance are expensive an
still be transferred and licensed to the owner, even if it is not operable. And licensing
mandates insurance.

A Due to rules in many areas restricting repair
little practical experience or knowledge in doing so.

A Many factors have combined to cause many of t
experience in their use.

A I'n many instances, neither parents nor peers

A There are not as many desirable project vehic
or from the pool of those familiar to this generation. Cash for Clunkers is partially

responsible, as well as increased government pressure on scrap yards to reduce or eliminate

their inventory.
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The Evolution of the Automobile - Part 6 of 6

A There is |little brand loyalty. Even when draw

younger enthusiast grew up with any of several import models, as opposed to the mostly
U.S. -built cars and trucks from the days that influenced Baby Boomers. Many Millennials
have never even ridden in a Ford or Chevy.

Now, assume a person from the Millennial generation is actually interested is having some
type of collector vehicle. Here are a few points that can apply:

A I't may be startling to learn how few f
A manual transmission is virtually a thing of the past. If you will allow me this, there is an
internet quote going around that says a Millennial auto security device is a manual
transmission!

A Whereas many Boomers grew up driving |j
many from the Millennial group prefer a truck as their primary or extra vehicle. It is not
unusual to find that a cool off -road 4X4 is identified as
Chevwy.

rom t hi

ust car

a good

A Many avail abl e c avherldive. Ehe restaration marketthas not tended to

go this direction.

A Restoration parts prices have been on a steep
resto parts choicesformid -706s to 906s vehicles are |l imited

many earlier models. As we learned earlier, cars and trucks from these years are the ones
that our younger generation grew up knowing, and that therefore have extra appeal to
them.

A There are often noise ordinances that af fect

Also, the millennials usually have grown up with cars that are virtually silent in operation.
The 6sound of powerd6 doesndét necessarily
earlier groups.

appeal

A Drag racing saw tremendous growth dur i Nog,matye

drag strips have been converted to office parks or subdivisions. Also, with the suburbs
closing in on drag strips, noise has become an ever bigger issue.

AThe cars of choi ce-yéap-pldshave an averdager percnbage of plastic

parts. As these vehicles age, it will become tough to repair these parts, or to find
replacements for them.

A Computer controls and their associa
to a given model or range of models. Again, replacement parts will represent a
challenge.

A On the other hand, Mi Il Il ennials grew
computer, and view the older vehicles as mastodons that have no technical flair at
all.

A lncreased vehicle safety has been a
years. It is undeniable that newer cars provide more occupant protection than the
ones from previous decades. Virtually all Millennials have been raised in an
environment that emphasizes safety. This points them toward newer vehicles.
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The Evolution of the Automobile - Part 6 of 6

A I'f there is a single huge impedi ment t
traffic. The Sunday afternoon drive through the countryside has become a 21st

century nightmare, both in towns and cities of any size, and on the interstate

highways connecting them. Often, driving is unpleasant in an everyday driver, let

alone trying to protect a favored special car or truck.

In combination, all of this seems to point to a grim situation. However, | have
recently seen several factors that suggest a much brighter future. First, the oldest of
the Millennials are now rapidly approaching middle age. And it is really no surprise
that they are following patterns that are not unlike their predecessors. | have read
several articles that point out that these folks are buying houses. And although they
have been portrayed as preferring to live in the inner city, many have found that
properties in the suburbs are more available and more affordable.

Anot her popular myth is that Millennials
of them have found good jobs with sustainable income, they have discovered both

the necessity and convenience of having their own transportation. A new or good

used late -model car or truck is often the solution.

And that brings us back to the original question. Once they are outfitted with food,
clothing, shelter and transportation, will they support the collector car hobby as
their parents and ol der relatives di

d? |
this happen with tri  -five Chevysandmid -6 06 s Mustangs? Fo
6

r
much | arger percentage, the 5006s and 00
popular for so long will slowly fade into the distance, to be replaced with some really

cool models that came along after the turn of the century.

It wi || be easy to skip over many of the

but the latest domestic and imported cars (and very definitely trucks!) offer levels of
comfort and performance that you coul dnbo
computer -bred generation will easily take to these models, singling out the ones

that deserve to remain popular, and the aftermarket will respond with the parts and
support it takes to keep them going. In most cases, drivetrains will not even

resemble the classic Chevy small block and three -speed automatic transmission.
Tiny engines with one or more turbochargers will be the norm, and electric power

will become mainstream. There has been a steady shift to either CVT (continuously
variable) or 8 -10 speed transmissions in most cars and trucks. As we have seen,
many folks will not have the tools and expertise it will take to keep the modern

vehicles rolling, but there will be specialty shops that will supply this service.

Keep the faith. All is not lost! - Bill Elder elder804760@bellsouth.net
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Noted in Passing

Quips and Quotes

nThe first automobil e race occurred 5
b ui I-tnknown
AWhy i1s it that anyone going sl ower t

anyone going fast erGedgesCadin mani ac?0

ATherebdbs and unseen force which | ets
y our € Benis Blorden

AWhy do they calll It rush ho Robin WHimns n
AWhy do we drive on par kways -a&nkdowmp ar k
AThe best time to buy a used car I s W
AThe wheel was mandés greatest i nv-eSdt i
Caesar

AOn the day of a big race people wildl
before you get into your car 0 so they can say they got your last
aut ogr a p.b Fayt

AA guy knows heds in | ove when he | o0s
d ay s .Tin Allen

Club Gear

Since we are not in the retalil
business, we will not be obtaining and
selling hats, shirts, and other club gear any
longer. But you can now get many items
with the SEGTOA logo on them by
contacting:

Pirate Printing
770 -445 -6399
Hiram, GA

wayne@pirateprinting.net
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