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President’s Message:
Jim Andrews
Pontiacs in Pigeon Forge has
always been the first weekend in
June, except for 2020, when it
was postponed until the same
weekend as our hosting of the
BOPC. Fourteen SEGTOA members and significant others
attended this year’s show on
June 4-6, and the show surpassed all expectations with a
record 351 Pontiacs. That’s the
biggest number in the 21-year
history of the show. What a
testament to the popularity of
the Pontiac hobby. It’s apparent
that people were ready to get
their cars out and ‘go to the
show!’ See the pictures later in
this issue.
Speaking of cars, how are your
projects going? I’ve been able to
get the engine, transmission,
front suspension, steering,
brakes, and rear suspension in
my ‘67 GTO over the last few
weeks. Jim Norman has finished
up a ’66 GTO for a ‘client.’ We’d
love to hear about what you’re
working on. Send your stories
and pictures to Danny Finkelstein, Tiger Tales Editor. Don’t
worry about writing a finished
article, we have experts on call
who can make them sound great
if needed. But we can’t do that if

you don’t send them in! Been to
a unique cruise in or car show
lately? Got a new tool that really
helped you out? Let us know.
The Cullman show on June 19th
was cancelled due to the threat of
flooding from tropical storm
Claudette. Up here in Jasper she
dumped 7 inches of rain on us in
one day. Not a good situation for
car shows on grass fields. The
Fathers’ Day Cruise-In at Piedmont Church was cancelled as
well, as were many others I’m
sure.
Our next event is the Georgia
Mountain Moonshine Cruiz-In at
Meeks Park in Blairsville, GA. The
address is 490 Meeks Park Rd.,
Blairsville, GA. Details will be
shared as the date approaches.
Check it out at http://
www.gammoonshinecruizin.com.
Hope to see you there!
Keep those Pontiacs rolling!
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‘71 GTO Convertible 455 Engine
Upgrade done by Jim Norman
Chip Peters
Last July, I joined the SEGTOA
and was pleasantly surprised, in
this modern era, to quickly receive personalized welcomes by
officers Kim Fowler, Jim Andrews
and Ernie Stephens. Before I
could attend any events, however,
my ’71 GTO convertible (photos 1
& 2) had a mechanical issue to resolve with the air conditioner
compressor seizing up. Therefore, I told them I was looking for
a good and trusted mechanic.
Their immediate response was
unanimous that club member Jim
Norman is your man and the best
GTO guy. Little did I know, at the
time, how right they were and
would come to learn that, since
1992, Jim has restored over 85
GTOs spanning at least 8 model
years. Jim is also a Vietnam Veteran who has owned three new
GTOs, both before and fortunately
long after his Army service ended.
His favorite was a triple-black
1970 GTO on which Jim and his
family racked up 358,000 miles
before finally parting with it 4
years ago.
Taking my close cousin ‘71 to Jim,
his first remark was that he had
not seen this GTO before. I explained that it had been owned for
41 years before me by my late father, H. Dewey Peters of Knoxville, who had showed it at
“Pontiacs in Pigeon Forge” a few
times. After a thorough inspection of the entire car, Jim called
me that night and was surprised
that it is heavily original and with
the body never removed from the
frame. It also has many options

Photo 1—’71 GTO Convertible 455 Auto

Photo 2—Interior

such as an electric driver’s seat adjuster that still works and unusual
shoulder belts for the front bucket
seats of this convertible with clips
for these belts positioned low & behind. These shoulder belts had
been lost over the years, but Jim
has figured out how to replace
them.
This GTO has spent its life garaged
in salt-free Southeast cities and underwent a cosmetic, non-frame-off
restoration and engine rebuild in
1994. I enjoyed piecing together
what I know about the car from personal history and research with
Jim’s extensive GTO knowledge. Of
only 678 GTO convertibles made in
1971, 91 came with 455s including
17 Judges all with 455 HOs (the rarest of the rare GTOs), 31 nonJudges with 455 HOs, and 43 nonJudges with the regular 455 all with
turbo 400 automatic and 3:31 rear
end. This car is one of those 43.
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cont.
After replacing the air conditioner
compressor, I wanted Jim to upgrade the 455 engine’s appearance, so he stripped it down, identified certain parts that I didn’t
even know were missing or incorrect, painted and reassembled.
Of course, one thing leads to

Photo 3—Before Engine Strip Down

another, in this case to several
other improvements by Jim including rebuilding and installing the
original distributor and hood
springs, a correct trans vac modulator, fan shroud, 3 post carb vacuum tee, expansion valve, spark
plug wires and redoing the exhaust

work, this car won its class at the 39th
BOPC last fall.
That BOPC show had a great nostalgic
vibe on a sunny, clear fall day with
Beach Boys music playing, club
members joking around and raising
money for charity. It also dawned on

Photo 5—Engine After #1

me that several club members once
belonged to that infamous group of
teenagers from the late ‘60s who
drove their muscle cars fast and,
when I was a young pup of around 8
years old, my mother told me to stay
away from.

Photo 4—Engine Stripped Down

Photo 6—Engine After #2

pipes & bends flowing back from
the
engine. The 50-year-old
engine compartment now looks
brand new.

Based upon my recollection, including
hearing them roar down the street in
the middle of the night, I doubt that
they have changed much on the inside and hope they haven’t.

Attached are the before versus after photos (3 through 6) of the
engine. Thanks to all of Jim’s
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Pontiacs in Pigeon Forge
June 3-6, 2021

For the second year in a row (except for last year’s pandemic canceled
event) Pontiacs in Pigeon Forge was held at the MainStay Suites in Pigeon Forge, TN. Both the host hotel and overflow hotels were sold out
indicating the enthusiasm for Pontiac owners to come out for this
event. All proceeds from the show go to St. Jude Children's Research
Hospital in memory of Ciera Blackburn. Over 350 cars attended this
year. Over 100 more than 2019. See you there in June 2-5, 2022!
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Georgia Mountain Moonshine Cruize-In

Georgia Mountain Moonshine Cruiz-In—Directions
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Road Trips!
By Mike Walling
I need suggestions for upcoming events for our club meetings/activities. See below for
upcoming events. Those in bold type are “official” SEGTOA events. As always, we need
your input to keep things rolling! As you can see below, we need suggestions for several

July 31

Georgia Mountain Moonshine Cruiz-In
Meeks Park
490 Meeks Park Rd, Blairsville, GA
http://www.gammoonshinecruizin.com

July 5-9

GTOAA Nationals in Wisconsin Dells, WI

August 14th

SEGTOA Annual Picnic. Red Top Mountain Park.
Shelter #7

September

TBD

October 16-17

Summit Motorama

November 5-7

Tail of the Dragon

December

Holiday Party, Date TBD

Pontiacs on the BIG & small screen:

1970 GTO in “Dazed and Confused”
(1993) ;
source: Internet Movie Car Database

1969 LeMans Safari in “I Dream of Jeannie”
(1965—1970) ; Season 4/Ep.21
source: Internet Movie Car Database 9
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For more info contact:
Chris McPherson
chrismcpherson218@gmail.com
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SEGTOA CLASSIFEDS

FOR SALE—1970 GTO
1970 GTO—Auto, A/C, Convertible
Originally granada gold, saddle interior,
and white top. Now carndial red, white interior, and white top. Matching numbers,
engine, intake, heads, quadrajet, Exhaust,
turbo 400 automatic.
Driven down from Knoxville, Tn

Tennessee registered.
Asking $59,900.
Contact Jim Norman; 770-778-5945.
1969 Pontiac Service Manual on CD. Includes Fisher
Body Manual. Covers all Pontiac, Tempest, Grand
Prix, and Firebird. Free to whoever wants it. Jim Andrews, jb6733andrews@etcmail.com, 706-5021295.
For Sale: Standard height AC
Delco front coil springs for 66-67
GTO, gas charged KYB front
shocks. 1/4 coil removed from
both springs. Installed but never
used. Make offer. Jim Andrews,
jb6733andrews@etcmail.com.
Wanted
Rally II wheels 15" x 7" - Need one (1)
Paul Sorrells /(404) 702-3398
p.sorrells@comcast.net

For Sale:
1968 GTO console for A/T with glove box insert
This is the real deal - out of a GTO - excellent condition
Paul Sorrells / (404) 702-3398
p.sorrells@comcast.net
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Pontiac Resources
General Info

GTO Parts & Services Sources

http://www.oldride.com/library/pontiac_gto.html
http://ultimategto.com/cgi-bin/statsexplorer.cgi?year=1968&f1=vinmatrix
Pontiac Years Forum on Everything Pontiac
http://forums.maxperformanceinc.com/forums/
Carbs
GTO Carburetor Applications
http://www.scgg.com/carbs.html
Carburetor parts and info
http://www.carburetion.com/
https://quadrajetparts.com/
http://quadrajetpower.com/
QuadraJet Forum, rebuild service, parts, Q&A
https://cliffshighperformance.com
Excellent Article on Quadrajet Tuning & Operation
www.studebaker-info.org/Tech/qjet/tuneaQjet.pdf
Engines & Heads
http://www.spottsperformance.com/engineid.htm
http://www.wallaceracing.com
Wheels
http://www.pontiacserver.com/wheels.html#rally2
Pontiac Tripower
http://www.pontiactripower.com
GT-37 and LeMans GT Literature
http://www.gt-37.org
Engine Color Reference
http://www.pontiacpower.org/enginecolor.htm
Original Classic Car Brochures
http://wildaboutcarsonline.com/cgi-bin/pub9990289237970.cgi?
categoryid=9990289238012
Accessories and prices for 1966 Pontiac full car line
http://wildaboutcarsonline.com/members/
AardvarkPublisherAttachments/9990414098658/1966_Mini_Accessorizer_Catalog.pdf
GTO Pictures
http://www.ultimate gto.com
Battery Cables
http://www.batterycablesusa.com
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2021 SEGTOA Officers and Board Members
President

Jim Andrews

jb6733andrews@etcmail.com

Vice President

Chris McPherson

chrismcpherson218@gmail.com

Treasurer

Dan Williams

dlwilliams51@att.net

VP Membership

Kim Fowler

fowler_kim@comcast.net

VP Newsletter

Danny Finkelstein

d_finkelstein@comcast.net

VP Meetings

Mike Walling

mike@smarterfs.com

Webmaster

Chad Wade

chad.wade68@gmail.com

Board Members

John Link

linkltrs@bellsouth.net

Steve Weisbarth

sweisbar@gmail.com

Jerry Hamilton

twotoejoe@windstream.net

Ernie Stephens

real7131@gmail.com

The members listed below have volunteered to share their special knowledge with other members.
To contact an Officer, Board Member, or Technical Advisor, email us at segtoaboards@gmail.com,
specify who you need to speak with and we will forward your information to that individual.

SEGTOA Technical Advisory Panel
1964

Doug Askew

t-daskew@segtoa.org

706-453-2234

1965

Jerry Hamilton

jhamilton@segtoa.org

706-754-3194 (home)

1966

Bob Immekus

brimmekus@gmail.com

770-686-4592 (cell)

1967

Steve Pullen

s_pullen@bellsouth.net

404-402-4917 (cell)

1968

Jim Norman

segtoa70guy@yahoo.com

770-778-5945 (cell)

1969

John Link

linkltrs@bellsouth.net

404-578-8973 (cell)

1970

Jim Norman

segtoa70guy@yahoo.com

770-778-5945 (cell)

1971-1974

BJ Benton

bjbenton@unitedpump.com

678-414-7135 (cell)

2004-2006

Paul McGinnett

pontiacbubba@aol.com

770-653-0365 (home)

Tiger Tales is published monthly by the Southeastern GTO Association.
SEGTOA is a chapter of the GTO Association of America (www.gtoaa.org), the premier organization for
GTO enthusiasts. Each month GTOAA members receive The Legend magazine, a Golden Quill Award
Winning publication. SEGTOA is also associated with Pontiac Oakland Club International
(www.poci.org). POCI members receive their monthly magazine Smoke Signals.
SEGTOA is an organization dedicated to the survival of the Pontiac GTO, LeMans, and other classic
Pontiacs. SEGTOA is open to anyone who shares our common interest in GTOs and other Pontiacs.
We enjoy monthly Chapter meetings, including cruises, car shows, picnics, technical sessions and other fun activities. Our members hail from four different states! Members and their spouses, significant
others and children are invited and encouraged to attend each monthly club function.

Club Membership Dues
Dues are $20 per year, payable January 1st each year. New members receive a $10 discount
on membership their first year. SEGTOA dues requirements are waived for all active military.
Membership in GTOAA (preferred) or POCI is required for all members joining after 2007.
Members must be in good standing to attend meetings, with the option to bring their membership up to date at any scheduled meeting. Membership application is available on the SEGTOA
website.
Checks should be made payable to Southeastern GTO Association and mailed to Dan Williams,
154 Whitney Street, Eatonton, GA 31024-5732.
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